Cell Phone Etiquette

Cell phone etiquette is a term for the conventions of politeness recognized when using cell phones, mobile phones or camera phones.

The perceived rules of cell phone etiquette can vary. The following is a list of some of the more common rules associated with cell phone etiquette in Western countries.

· One should respect the etiquette rules and when asked by an establishment (restaurant, hospital, airline, movie theater etc) to refrain from using cell phone, they should do so.

· It is generally seen as unacceptable for someone to yell into a phone when in public. If the person on the other end can't hear, it is better for the cell phone user to move to a new location or hold the phone closer.

· Others may feel awkward if a cell phone user conducts an inappropriate personal call on public transportation, or in restaurants, checkout lines, elevators, bathrooms, and other close quarters.

· One should avoid using their cell phone while driving whenever possible (in an increasing number of areas, using cell phones while driving is illegal). Using a hands-free cell phone has repeatedly been shown to be just as dangerous for driving as using a regular cell phone. It is unwise to text or email while driving, even if the car is stopped. Cell phone use while driving can lead to rude acts (staying stopped at a green light, cutting off another car) or dangerous situations ("fender-benders" or serious accidents).

· It is generally seen as impolite to talk on the phone, play games or send text messages in front of someone who expects your attention, such as a grocery store clerk, doctor, business partner, or old friend.

· Taking advantage of the inconspicuous nature of a camera phone to take pictures of someone without their knowledge is widely regarded as both rude and an invasion of privacy. As with standard cameras, a person should always be asked if their picture can be taken.

· When with friends, one should keep cell phone conversations short. Frequent or long calls can make one's friends feel unimportant or shunned.

Mobile phone terms

3G phone 

A mobile phone which uses a third-generation technology network that has greater bandwidth allowing faster data downloads and face-to-face video calling.

Brick 

1. A large, heavy, and usually obsolete wireless mobile phone such as the Motorola International 3200. (also Cinderblock)

2. A mobile phone of a solid form factor. Originally many Nokia models were of this design. (also candybar)

Clamshell or flip phone 

A mobile phone of a form factor resembling the shell of a clam with the ability to open up in the same way. Some earlier flip phones had a small brick-like form factor with a hinge at the bottom of the phone that was attached to a flat piece of plastic which flipped up to cover the keypad but left the display screen exposed. It's worth noting that 'Flip Phone' is a trademark of Motorola, filed under registration number 2157939 at the US Patent and Trademark Office.

Slider or slide phone 

A mobile phone with a sliding form factor. Usually, the display slides over the keypad to prevent accidental dialing. Some models are designed so that the keypad slides over the display screen.

Cell phone, cellular phone, or cell 

Term used currently in the United States and Canada (and in other countries as well during the 1980s) to refer to most mobile phones. It technically applies specifically to mobile phones which use a cellular network. In developing mobile phone technology, American electrical engineers were confronted by the challenge of achieving a smooth handoff from one radio antenna to the next. After the name "cell" was applied to the zone covered by each antenna, it was a natural choice for them to apply the term "cellular" to both the technology and the phones that ran on it.

Handset 

A term used by manufacturers to refer to a mobile phone. Also commonly used by industry insiders.

Hands-free car kit 

Mobile phone accessory used to talk while keeping hands on the steering wheel.

Handy 

An English word adopted by German speakers to refer to mobile phones., 

Hand phone 

Term used currently in Asia-Pacific countries such as South Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia to refer to most mobile phones.

Keitai 

The Japanese word for mobile phone, often used by any one living in Japan.

Mobile phone 

A term covering cellular phones, satellite phones and any other phones giving wide-ranging mobility used in most English-speaking countries. In some English-speaking countries such as the United Kingdom and Australia, common usage refers specifically to phones using the cellular network.

Pelephone 

(he. פלאפון) The slang term for a mobile phone in Israel. It is a brand name derived from the words Pele (פלא) Telefon (טלפון). These are the English words miracle and telephone respectively.

Ringtone 

A song or tune that is played to alert the user that a mobile phone is receiving a call.

Satellite phone 

A mobile phone which communicates with a satellite rather than a land-based network.

Unlock 

To enter a code into a GSM phone which has a subsidy lock to one operator so that it will accept a Subscriber Identity Module from another operator.

Wireless phone 

A term that generally refers to a Wi-Fi VoIP phone but is sometimes used by the mobile phone industry to describe mobile phones.

